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Major U.S.
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to South Africa
2007

*Wheat ($147
million)
*Dairy products
e Distilled beverages
e Forest products

Source: USDA FAS
Gain Report

Training Highlight:

In 2008, twelve South
Africans participated in the Co-
chran Fellowship Program. Top-
ics have included port inspection
techniques, soybean processing
& marketing, extension & proj-
ect management, dairy manage-
ment & processing, biotechnol-
ogy, meat & poultry inspection,
and agricultural statistics.

South Africa has a
large agricultural sector and is
a net exporter of agricultural
products. The largest locally
produced crop is maize fol-
lowed by wheat, oats, and sugar
cane. Livestock is also farmed
in most parts of South Africa.
The agricultural industry con-
tributes 9% of employment and
2.6% of GDP for the nation.
Due to the aridity of the land,
only 13.5% can be used for
crop production, and only 3% is
considered high potential land.
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South AfricanCochran Fellows by Program Area

Mpho Hoeane, Chief Agricultural Products Quarantine
Technician from the South African National Department
of Agriculture, dons a cap and learns about the cutting-
edge technology used in dairy processing during a visit to
the University of Minnesota’s MN-SD Dairy Food

Research Center. The training took place from August 30-
September 13, 2008.
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