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     The first case of the H5N1 avian 
influenza virus was reported in Af-
rica on February 2, 2006.  It was 
discovered in Kaduna State, a state 
in central northern Nigeria.  Exactly 
one year later, the first human death 
from the bird flu in Nigeria was re-
corded in the southern state of La-
gos.  Since its discovery in Kaduna 
State, the virus has since spread to 
22 out of the 36 states in Nigeria.    
       For Nigeria, the most populous 
country in Africa with a quickly 
growing economy, the outbreak has 
alarmed one of the most important 
industries in Nigeria, second only 
to the oil industry.  To prevent fur-
ther outbreaks in the country, the 
government has begun the slaugh-
tering of infected chickens and the 
quarantining of targeted poultry 
facilities, which are effective pre-
liminary measures.  However, con-
trolling the spread of the virus in 
the long-run will require a major 
restructuring of the poultry indus-
try.  The government will need to 
undertake the constant surveillance 
of poultry facilities and the large-

scale vaccination of chickens, while 
continuing depopulation measures.  
Most importantly, Nigeria will need 
to develop a detailed biosafety plan 
that will help the country adequate-
ly handle  another animal disease 
outbreak. 
        As part of the USDA Foreign 
Agricultural Service’s goal to assist 
Nigeria in monitoring the avian flu 
situation and developing effective 
biosafety measures, the Cochran 
Fellowship Program has sponsored 
training programs for Nigerian ag-
ricultural officials on these very 
topics (see graph and photo cap-
tion).  Recently, from July 6-19, 
2008, a veterinary officer from the 
Nigerian Federal Ministry of Agri-
culture & Water Resources attended 
a Cochran training program on Ani-
mal Disease Surveillance organized 
by Texas A&M University.  The 
program was designed to help the 
Cochran Fellows learn more about 
U.S. eradication programs and sur-
veillance techniques that they can 
then implement in their countries.           
            

 Training Highlight:
                Animal Disease Surveillance     

 Despite the rapid growth 
of the oil industry over the years, 
agriculture still accounts for 40% 
of Nigeria’s GDP and provides 
employment for about 60% of 
Nigerian’s 144 million people. 
Nigeria’s agriculture remains largely 
subsistence-based, with about 80% 
of agricultural output coming from 
farmers who live on less than a 
dollar per day and farm less than 
one hectare.  Nigeria has a well 
articulated agricultural policy, but 
poor funding and implementation 
have limited the development of the 
sector.    
 The Cochran Fellowship 
Program is providing Nigerian 
agricultural officials mutually 
beneficial, short-term training in 
the U.S. to help them develop 
sustainable market-driven food 
systems and increase trade links 
with U.S. agribusinesses.  The 
Cochran Program will continue to 
work with U.S. Agricultural Offices 
in Nigeria to develop and implement 
training programs that are pertinent 
to improving Nigeria’s agricultural 
sector and U.S.-Nigerian relations.  

Major Agricultural 
Commodities for        

Nigeria 
    Cocoa•
    Poultry•
    Peanut•
    Palm Oil•
    Cassava•
    Yam•
    Rubber•
    Sorghum•
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Background: Purple Yam

U.S. Agricultural Exports to Nigeria
In 2006, U.S. agricultural exports to Nigeria were approximately $508 •	

million.  Wheat accounted for 82% of this total.  
Nigeria is the second largest market in the world for U.S. wheat.•	
Other U.S. agricultural exports included dairy products and livestock •	

feed.
Nigeria is the most populous country in Africa and has the potential to •	

become a big market for U.S. agricultural products. 
                     Data from the USDA FAS GAIN Report                                                      

Ten Nigerian Cochran Fellows and one Nigerian official from the U.S. Embassy in 
Lagos visit a poultry processing facility in Alabama.  The visit was part of a 2-week 
(Jan. 21-Feb. 3, 2007) training program on Poultry Production sponsored by the 
Cochran Fellowship Program and managed by Auburn University.  The course 
covered topics in live bird management, avian influenza and vaccine development, 
U.S. poultry industry production, and biosecurity.  The Fellows also attended 
the 2007 International Poultry Expo held in Atlanta, GA.  Considered to be the 
networking hub for the world’s poultry industry, the Fellows were able to meet 
industry peers and see exhibitions on the latest innovations in the poultry business, 
including exhibitions on making the industry more environmentally sustainable.     


